 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MISS SOUTHERN UNION
CONTRACT
(Complete and return all pages of contract)
PAGEANT DIRECTOR: SHONDAE BROWN
1. The Miss Southern Union Pageant is open to all women students who are currently enrolled as a full-time student (12 hours minimum) at Southern Union State Community College.  Contestants must be between the ages of 18-28, single, and must never have been married.  These women should be of good moral character and a citizen of the United States to be eligible to compete in the 2024 Miss Alabama Pageant.

2. All forms must be completed.  A parent’s signature is required on the contestant contract and the Miss SUSCC contract.

3. All contestant packets must be returned to Shondae Brown, (Administration Building, Wadley Campus) no later than 12:00 noon December 15, 2023.  No extensions will be granted for submitting application packets. Any incomplete packages will be disqualified. If your packet is not received by this deadline, you will not be eligible to compete in the Miss Southern Union 2024 pageant.  Each of the returned packets should contain:

A. A notarized copy of your birth certificate. Do not submit the original birth certificate.  We have a notary on campus for your convenience.

B. Contestant Contract and the Miss SUSCC contract must be completed and signed by contestant and a parent.

C. A “5 x 7" picture, preferably bust shot. Must be included in packet. No extensions will be given for submission of photos.

D. Interview Fact Sheet
E. Community Service Initiative Essay
F. Talent CD.  The talent presentation should be no longer than 90 seconds. 
A copy of your talent CD must be included in the packet which is due by 12:00 on December 15.
G. Copy of your medical insurance card (if applicable)
4.         Contestants must be enrolled as a full-time Southern Union student (12 hours minimum) at the time of the pageant (Spring Term 2024).
5.
Contestants must have a 2.5 grade point average to compete in the Miss Southern Union Pageant and this must be maintained by the winner.   Failure to do so will result in relinquishment of the title of Miss SUSCC to the next runner-up who meets all pageant criteria.

6.
Contestants will be judged in the following categories:

Private Interview
30 percent

Talent


20 percent

Health and Fitness
20 percent

Evening Gown
20 percent

Onstage Conversation
10 percent



            7.
Private Interview - All interviews will be standing at a podium.  Maximum interview time is 10 minutes.



8.
No video cameras or flash photography will be allowed inside the building during the pageant.  The pageant director will have someone to tape the entire pageant.  Contestants may view their talent, etc., after the pageant date.

9.
After the crowning of Miss Southern Union, the winner will begin working closely with the local executive director.  The winner should not consult with anyone concerning the preparation for the Miss Alabama Pageant without the consent of the local director.   Failure to comply could result in a breach of contract.  This policy is to protect the winner from any confusion regarding her duties and responsibilities.  The local director should be notified about any performances/appearances asked of her.  These must be approved by the local director.  The new Miss Southern Union will meet weekly with the local director in preparation for the state pageant.  Other pageant competition coaches will be approved or assigned by the local director.  Failure to comply with this regulation could result in a breach of contract, at which time the first runner-up will represent Southern Union at the state pageant.

10.
The new winner will be considered the official college hostess and will represent Southern Union at various functions when called upon by the college administrators and/or the pageant director.  The winner will be given as much notice as possible, but should be prepared to represent the college at all times.  Miss Southern Union should be well-dressed and in make-up at all times.  It is expected that Miss Southern Union display good moral conduct and that she refrain from drinking and the use of drugs.  She should set a good example for all women students.  Failure to comply will result in a breach of contract.

11.
Miss Southern Union is sponsored by Southern Union State Community College.  The college pays the franchise fee, insurance fee, workshop fee, and the program book page fee.  The college assumes no responsibility for the provision of wardrobe and other expenditures incurred by the title holder.
MISS SOUTHERN UNION PAGEANT

VERIFICATION AND STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

CONTESTANT CONTRACT 

EXPECTATIONS OF MISS SOUTHERN UNION 2023
I attest that I am a citizen of the United States of America and reside in ______________,  County of _____________________ ,in the state of Alabama, that I am presently a registered student at Southern Union State Community College, that I have never been married, that I have always been female and will be between the ages of 18-28 by December 31, 2024, that I am of good moral character and have never been pregnant and am not now pregnant, and have not been involved at any time in any act of moral turpitude nor have a criminal charge pending against me, nor have I ever done any act or engaged in any activity which is or could be characterized as dishonest, immoral, immodest, indecent, or in bad taste and that I am in reasonably good health and can to the best of my knowledge participate fully without limitation in pageant activities.

I agree to participate in the series of events leading up to the final selection of Miss Southern Union 2024 and to abide by and be bound by the rules and regulations governing the pageant and the awarding and supervision of the pageant scholarship and other prizes.  If I am selected Miss Southern Union 2024 I agree to make myself available for public appearances required of me by the pageant officials.  I will refer all requests for appearances to the pageant director.  The Miss Southern Union Director has approval rights on all appearances made by the Miss Southern Union Pageant.  When appearing as Miss Southern Union, I will always dress appropriately for the occasion with hair, makeup, and nails groomed.  I agree to give strict attention to weight gain or loss.  I agree to work out to maintain my physical appearance and to maintain a reading program to keep up with current events and world issues.  I agree to maintain and keep a wardrobe in cleaned and pressed condition.  I will always be on time for an appearance.  There is never an excuse for being late to any engagement.  This will not be permitted at any time.

I agree that the Director of the Miss Southern Union Pageant has approval rights on any and all competition clothing to be worn by me in the 2024 Miss Alabama Pageant.  I also agree that the Director of the Miss Southern Union Pageant has approval rights on my talent selection for the 2024 Miss Alabama Pageant.

I agree that neither the staff of the Miss Southern Union Pageant nor its Director nor any one working with or for this pageant shall be liable should any accident occur during any pre-pageant activities.

I agree that the manner and method of conducting the Miss Southern Union Pageant shall be in the sole discretion of the Miss Southern Union Pageant and the Miss Alabama Pageant and the Miss America Pageant, and I further agree that the time, method and manner of judging the Miss Southern Union Pageant and the ward and supervision of the scholarships shall be within the sole discretion of the Director of the Miss Southern Union Pageant, and the decision of the Directors of the Miss Southern Union Pageant, and the persons designated to judge the various events in any and all matters pertaining to the selection of the winners shall be final.

If any of the representations and warranties made by me herein shall prove false or if I engage in any of the prohibited acts or activities described in paragraph one during the year of my service, or if I otherwise fail to conduct myself in a manner which, in the opinion of the Miss Southern Union Pageant and/or the Miss Alabama Pageant, does not uphold and maintain the dignity and honor of the title of “Miss Southern Union,” or if I suffer any disability which, in the sole and exclusive judgment of the Miss Southern Union Pageant, may impair my ability to perform the duties expected of me as “Miss Southern Union” then I understand and agree that the Miss Southern Union Pageant may at its exclusive option terminate my right to participate in the 2023 Miss Alabama Pageant, as well as my right to the title of Miss Southern Union 2023, and all awards, scholarships and prerequisites pertaining thereto, would go to my successor who will receive all of the benefits to which I would otherwise have been entitled.

All information and funding regarding the Miss Southern Union Pageant comes under the division of Student Services over which the Dean of Students makes all final decisions.

All parts of this Miss Southern Union contract which includes Rider A and B along with all other information due must be returned signed and notarized by December 15, 2023,  in order to be eligible to compete for Miss Southern Union 2024.
I, _____________________________________________have read all information and fully understand all policies set forth by the Miss Southern Union State Community College pageant executive committee, and I will abide by all policies and regulations of the Miss Southern Union State Community College Pageant, 2024, leading into The Miss Alabama Pageant, 2024.

Date:__________________________

Signature of Contestant:___________________________________________________

Signature of Parent/Guardian:_______________________________________________

Signature of Local Director: _______________________________________

Notary:

Rider A

(a/k/a “Exhibit B” of Contestants Contract)

Scholarship Rules & Regulations

LOCAL PAGEANTS

Effective June 30, 2009
1. Scholarships shall be expended for tuition and related expenses, (room, board and other educational expenses approved by the Miss SUSCC Scholarship Committee).

2. Requests for scholarships are processed upon receipt of statements from colleges and schools (or for other educational expenses).  All statements and invoices must be accompanied by a cover letter from the Contestant.  (Requests for payment for other Miss SUSCC Scholarship Committee).

3. Contestants must use the scholarships won at the local level prior to applying for their state scholarships.  Contestants must submit a letter from the local pageant chairman which verifies the above.

4. Scholarships may be used for current educational expenses.  Contestants may submit invoices for payment directly from the provider of the educational service or may submit a receipted bill and request reimbursement for expenses which are or have been covered through any other financial aid source (other than student loans which meet the provisions of paragraph #5 below).

5. Scholarships may be used for outstanding student loan obligations provided the loan is not in default and provided the student has satisfactorily completed the coursework for which the loan was obtained.


Contestants must submit documentation from the school or lender which shows that the 


contestant is either the primary or secondary payor of the loan obligation.  Notice of


payments due should be sent to Miss SUSCC Scholarship Chairman for payment.


If the time required for processing the invoice extends beyond the due date, the 


Contestant may submit proof of payment and request reimbursement.

6. Scholarships may be used for future educational expenses.  Contestants must begin use of their scholarships within two (2) years (Two (2) years for Miss Local) of the date of the award.  If a Contestant has no activity in her scholarship account during this period, the funds in her account will be forfeited.

(a) (A contestant who begins use of her scholarship within the time designated above, will then be required to show continuous activity in her scholarship endeavors up to a limit of two (2) years following the date of the award.  If there occurs a two (2) year period in which there is no activity in an account, then the balance of that account will be forfeited.  Similarly any balance remaining in a Contestant’s account two (2) years following the date of the award will be forfeited).

(b) An exception to the time limits described above may be made if the Contestant, prior to the expiration date, makes a written appeal to the Miss SUSCC Scholarship Committee citing compelling reasons why the time period should be extended.  The Scholarship Committee will review the request and determine whether or not an extended time period is warranted.  The decision of the Scholarship Committee shall be final and binding.

7. Scholarships which have been forfeited will remain in the scholarship account for future awards.

8. Awards in Lieu of Scholarships:    Not Applicable to Miss Southern Union Pageant

Contestants who are college graduates and who do not intend to continue their education


may elect to receive an award in lieu of a scholarship.  The value of this award will be


set each year by the Miss _____________________Pageant.  For Contestants in the


2024 Miss ________________________Pageant finals this award shall be $_________.


The award will be a U.S. Savings Bond with a purchase price equal to the value of the 


award.  It is understood that a Contestant who qualifies for an accepts this award waives


her right to any scholarships she may have won in the 2024 Miss _________________


Pageant.  Such scholarship monies will be forfeited and distributed as outlined above.

(a) Contestants who wish to apply for the award listed above must do so in writing to the pageant office by ________________________following the date of the award.

Rider B

The Miss Alabama Pageant, Inc., is a non-for-profit organization with offices at 2809 Crescent Ave., Suite 2, Birmingham, Alabama 35209.  The Miss Alabama Pageant, Inc., grants franchise agreements to certain persons or organizations throughout the state in order that they may conduct a Pageant preliminary to the State Finals of the Miss Alabama Pageant.  The duly authorized franchisee for the Miss Southern Union State Community College

is      Southern Union State Community College and its Associate Entity is SGA.

The Miss Alabama Organization required that each Local Pageant maintain a separate bank or brokerage account for all funds collected for the purpose of the grant of scholarships to contestants.  Each Local Pageant and/or Associate Entity agrees that these scholarships funds including interest and reserves will be transferred to any successor franchisee, or in the absence of a successor franchisee, to the Miss Alabama Pageant, Inc. in the event that Local Pageant’s franchise is terminated for any reason.
